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1. AGENDA FOR THE 52nd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

1.  Welcome  

2.  Members Present and Apologies  

3.  Minutes of the 51st Annual General Meeting (for acceptance)  

4.  Minutes of General Meeting on 13 December 2015 (for acceptance)  

5.  Business arising from either meeting   

6.  Presentation of the 2015-16 Annual Report (for acceptance)  

7.  President’s Report (for noting)  

8.  Captain’s Report (for noting)  

9.  Treasurer’s Report (for acceptance)  

10.  Transaction of any business on notice:  

a. Nil proposals received.  

11.  Election of Office Bearers for 2016-17  

12.  Uniform Project Update (for discussion)  

13.  Boathouse Development Update (for discussion) 
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2.  MINUTES OF THE 51st ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

2015 Annual General Meeting 

Held at the ACT Rugby Union Club on 23 July 2015 

Present: Nicholas Barnier, Edwin Bien, John Blackwell, Fiona Blackwell, Carla Borg, Irene 

Brewer, Amanda Brian, Mike Burgess, Alan Butorac, Ashley Carr, Nerida Carter, Anne 

Charlton, Alison Chinn, Peter Chivers, Sally Clear, Mike Clifford, Kerry Collins, Cameron 

Colquhoun, Deb Cook, Janny Corry, Michael Cusack, Pat Davoren, Barrie Denny, Emmanuel 

Drakakis, Nelson Dunphy, Patrick Dunphy, Dennis Dyer, Janet Farnan, Kathy Finlay, Jeff Hart, 

Peter Jones, Mark Kwiatkowski, Peter Laidlaw, Nicholas Latimer, Susan Linacre, Chris Lowe, 

Darrell Ninham, Ben Page, Louise Parry, Damien Pentony, Margaret Pentony, Paul Philippa, 

Chris Polyichanin, Anita Preiner, Laurence Sandral, John Simson, Heather Snedden, John 

Southwell, John Strapps, Sarah Taylor, Taylor Thomas, Tom Trobe, Tony Trobe, Sarah Tynan, 

Priscilla Wadham, Judi Walsh, Hugo Webster, Sara Wightman, Tony Wilkes and Sara Zanetti. 

Apologies: Dermot Balaam, Claudia Bottrill, Geoff Brown, David Coles, Gillian Colledge, 

Michael Colledge, Narelle Connor, Alison Creagh, John Daley, Simon Dunphy, Jenny Harber, 

Brian Hewitt, Ron Hibberson, Pamela Hubert, Anne Latham, Karen McVicker, Steve 

Mirtschin, Michael Peedom, Thomas Perry, Brendon Prout, Mae Soliva-Bell, Mike Thomas, 

Denise Van Dijk, Hilbert Van Pelt, Kath Wellman and Ann Whelan. 

Minutes of the previous AGM held 29 July 2014 

With the addition of Louise Parry in the list of apologies, acceptance was moved by Sara 

Wightman and seconded by Michael Cusack (carried) 

Minutes of the general meeting held on 11 October 2014 

Acceptance was moved by John Southwell and seconded by Pam Hubert (carried).  

Business arising from the previous meeting 

John Daley noted that the recommendation of the Boathouse Subcommittee about changes 

in the financial statements to create a single line of reporting for boathouse fundraising 

hadn’t been taken into account. Jeff Hart noted that the advice of the auditor has been that 

the club cannot make this change and remain compliant with accounting standards 
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Presentation of the Annual Report for 2014-15 

It was noted that two corrections to the 2014-15 Annual Report have been identified: 

 the name ‘Peter Lundy’ should be substituted in place of ‘John Simson’ on page 21 

 membership subscriptions were omitted from Income and Expenditure Statement 

(page 29) and should note that they were $109,177.54 for 2015 and $91,210.37 for 

2014. 

It was further noted that the Annual Report would be amended and the revised version 

would be published online. 

Acceptance of the amended Annual Report was moved by Tom Trobe and seconded by 

Nicholas Barnier (carried). 

President’s report 

Alan Butorac added to his report by saying it has been a fabulous year on and off the water 

and that attendance at the Annual General Meeting is testament to the membership. 

Alan thanked the members of the 50th Anniversary Subcommittee (Deb Cook, Judi Walsh, 

Cate Coddington, Narelle Connor, Pat Davoren and Robin Poke) for their efforts throughout 

the club’s jubilee year and noted that it had received wide coverage in the media. 

It was noted that the next priority for the club is the boatshed (which would be covered 

later in the meeting) and it is important that everyone be involved so that we can become 

the best rowing club with the best rowing facilities in Australia.  

Alan concluded his address by thanking the members of the committee who had opted not 

to renominate – Peter Lundy (Vice President) and John Southwell (Secretary) and offered a 

vote of thanks for their efforts. 

Captain’s Report 

Tom Trobe referred the meeting to his written report and gave thanks for the efforts 

everyone had put in on the water and throughout the club, noting the club went from 

strength to strength during the 2014-15 season across all age groups. 

Tom gave special mention of Tom Perry who has won selection in the Australian Men’s LWT 

4x- and Mike Burgess winning the Champion of Champions. Tom concluded by noting that 

Marist has again done very well and the club as a whole did very well in the ACT 

Championships. 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Jeff Hart updated his written report noting that financially it had been a pretty impressive 

year with revenue and net profit going up (despite expenses also rising). The club 

experienced increased membership and increased entry fees being paid indicating that 

there had been a rise in the levels of entries across the board.  

Jeff noted that the highest amount ever had been put away into the boathouse fund 

($55,882 including interest of $3,882 earned through a term deposit) which was a very big 

effort. It was noted that the club is ‘sweating the assets’ and being more careful with our 

purchases and refurbishments (purchases during the year were limited to three singles, two 

ergs, and a trailer from the AIS). Jeff noted that it is important to fundraise and that a target 

of $900,000 could be realised over next three years with hard work.  

It was noted that the Canberra Rowing Club Foundation had been set up through the 

Australian Sports Foundation (ASF) and that there was the ability to donate to the club’s 

building efforts through an online portal set up through the ASF, which is fully tax 

deductible.  

Acceptance of the Treasurer’s Report, noting the corrections to the Annual Report 

mentioned above was moved by Jeff Hart and seconded by Pat Davoren (carried).  

Transaction of any business for which proper notice had been given under the Rules of the 

Club – nil proposals received 

Election of Office Bearers 

Alan noted nomination details were displayed on the club notice board for the required 

period of time. The following positions received only one nomination and were deemed to 

be elected:  

President Alan Butorac 
Vice President Darrell Ninham 
Secretary Louise Parry 
Treasurer Jeff Hart 
Captain Tom Trobe 
Vice Captain Pat Davoren  

There were five nominations for the committee member positions: 

  Nicholas Barnier 
 Michael Colledge 
 Sara Wightman 
 Nerida Carter 
 Carla Borg 

As there were more nominations than the three positions available, a secret ballot was held 
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after brief statements from most of the nominees (returning officers were Sally Clear and 

Nicholas Latimer) with the following nominees being elected: 

  Nicholas Barnier 
 Sara Wightman 
 Nerida Carter 

Alan congratulated the elected committee members and thanked Carla Borg and Michael 

Colledge for nominating, noting Michael’s service on the committee over the previous year.  

 

Uniform update 

Louise Parry gave an update on the new uniform project on behalf of the subcommittee, 

noting that entries have been received as part of the public design competition, with the 

specification that the designs must be made in Australia. After some discussion, it was noted 

that the subcommittee would continue to work on the project and provide an update to the 

membership as developments occurred. 

Boathouse Development 

Tom Trobe and Tony Trobe provided a presentation on the boathouse redevelopment, 

which included a concept design. Following general discussion, Tom undertook to place 

copies of the design onto the website and in the shed for consultation and comment.  

In closing the meeting, Alan Butorac thanked all for attending.  
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1. MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING ON 13 DECEMBER 2015 

Members Present  
Felicity Antill, Dermot Balaam, Nicholas Barnier, Caroline Beasley, Peter Brooks, Mike 
Burgess, Debbie Burkevics, Alan Butorac, Nerida Carter, Peter Chivers, Mike Clifford, 
Gillian Colledge, Cameron Colquhoun, Narelle Connor, Janny Corry, Alison Creagh, 
Michael Cusack, John Daley, Gail Davis, Barrie Denny, Dennis Dyer, Janet Farnan, Jenny 
Harber, Jeff Hart, Pamela Hubert, Randal Lawrence, Susan Linacre, Martin Little, Chris 
Lowe, Rebecca McCallum, Karen McVicker, Darrell Ninham, Scott Pagan, Louise Parry, 
Chris Polyichanin, Elaine Roffe, John Southwell, John Strapps, Sandra Sweeney, Katie 
Tagg, Tom Trobe, Priscilla Wadham, Sara Wightman, Tony Wilkes. 

Boathouse Development Update (for information) 

 The key milestone is the Design Application to be submitted to the Planning 
Authority, which will be open for consultation. 
 

 Disability access is key issue, there are three options: 
1) A lift; 

- Increases the footprint of the building; and 
- Increases costs 

2) Stair lift 
- Need to have a platform; and 
- Will always be an option that is available.  

3) Ramp 
- Due to the elevation would need to encroach on the road reserve. 

 

 The development faces challenges, as it is the first development of its kind in 
Yarralumla bay. However, there are also opportunities in setting the tone.  
 

 The subcommittee: 
o will be talking to TAMS and ACTPLA;  
o will be considering long term benefits for other clubs in the inlet; 
o will be looking into other development plans in progress on the lake; 

and 
o has considered all of the comments provided by the membership and 

welcomes further comments; 
 

 After settling the disability access issue (expected in February 2016) the overall 
plan will be updated to incorporate. 
 

 The committee reiterated that the current site of the club is the only viable 
option. There has been no decision on whether to renovate or to redevelop the 
site. However, it is the committee’s view at this stage that it would be most cost 
effective and sustainable to redevelop the site.  This approach will be continued 
by the committee and subcommittee unless proven unfeasible. 
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Fundraising Plan (for information) 

 On target to achieve $250,000 in savings this financial year.  
 

 To date there has been an effort to save money, however, over the coming years 
a greater effort will be made to raise further money. All members are encouraged 
to participate in this fundraising. 
 

 Current ideas: 
o Membership incentives to fundraise 
o Celebrity lunch/dinner 
o Car raffle 
o Lamington sales 
o Indoor erg championships 
o Bunnings sausage sizzle. 

 

 It was noted that the bigger the event the greater the risk and benefit.  
 

 As greater money is collected, it is important to continue the current culture of 
transparency. The committee is very cognisant of its legal responsibility to 
manage the money. 
 

 The committee has considered creating a trust, however, it is its view that a trust 
is a costly (approx. $5,000 per year) and onerous arrangement for little benefit. 
 

 It was noted that the club becoming deductible gift recipient entity is highly 
unlikely, as no sporting clubs in Australia today have managed to obtain the 
status.  
 

 It is the committee’s view that the Australian Sports Foundation (ASF) is the 
appropriate mechanism to handle donations, as the ASF holds the donations until 
the club is prepared to expend the money on agreed projects. Please note donors 
cannot obtain a benefit from the donation. Therefore, no life membership 
payments can be made through the ASF. 
 

 The committee welcomes any feedback on financial arrangements.  
 

 The committee agreed to more regularly publish committee meeting minutes and 
to publish project objectives ASAP.  
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4.  PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 

As I sit down to report on the past year for Canberra Rowing Club, I reflect also on the 

journey travelled over the past five years. 

A time of achievement, of change, of goal-setting, and of shaping the future as we leave 

behind our first 50 years and build the Club we want to see into the next 50. 

Another fabulous season on the water for CRC. The women’s Premiership.  The men’s 

Premiership. The overall Premiership. The Jubilee Cup. The Phere Niki Trophy.   

Tom Perry and Hannah Every-Hall have carried the CRC colours onto the international stage. 

Our Masters rowers finished top of the medal tally at the Nationals. 

And our juniors, representing Marist, finished in the top 3 in their own right in the ACT 

men’s point score.  

It’s great to see such a strong representation right across the Club, from our youngest to our 

oldest rowers, in competition at all levels. 

Particularly pleasing is to see such a large and promising women’s squad. Only a few short 

years ago, our “elite” women’s squad had effectively vanished. Now, to see growing 

numbers of young women and men training and competing in CRC colours is just fabulous! 

And speaking of colours...what a great new look for CRC in the coming season, in the new 

Club zootie unveiled at the Annual Dinner! 

Thanks to the hard work of the Uniform Subcommittee...a sensational outcome to the 

design competition, with some outstanding contributions from across the community. 

We’ll be the best-dressed competitors at any regatta, with the new zootie to become our 

uniform from the start of the new membership year on 1 October. 

Off the water...our key focus remains our vision to redevelop our boatshed. Plans are 

advancing, and we still aim to commence building during the winter of 2018. But there’s a 

huge amount of work to do if we’re to make that happen. I urge all members to get behind 

the Committee and your Club as we close in on the target dates. 

We’ve had a very successful year of volunteering, with good turnout of members for key 

fundraising activities such as the Canberra Marathon and a number of other events. 

Corporate Rowing continues to be a critical element of our annual fundraising. Thank you to 

Pat for coordinating, and to all the members who participate as coaches and support crew. 

But we also need all members to join in the effort to attract new corporate crews. Take up 
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the challenge...get together with your rowing crew(s) and set yourselves a goal to bring in 

one new crew to Corporate this year! 

And remember too...you can make a tax-deductible donation to the Club, via the Australian 

Sports Foundation. It’s easy as filling in an on-line form. The ASF is a Commonwealth 

Government agency, so it’s rock-solid and 100% legitimate. 

For information on ASF donations, or Corporate Rowing...please ask any member of your 

Committee.    

To all those members who have cheerfully volunteered to take on all sorts of roles and tasks 

throughout the year...thank you!! Without you, we would not have achieved the things we 

have achieved, and we would not be the Club we are. 

In particular, my thanks to each member of the Committee for their support and hard work 

during this past year: 

 Darrell Ninham  Vice President 

 Louise Parry    Secretary (Part Year) 

Peter Brooks   Secretary (Part Year) 

 Jeff Hart   Treasurer 

 Tom Trobe   Club Captain 

 Pat Davoren   Club Vice-Captain 

 Nerida Carter   Committee 

 Nick Barnier   Committee 

 Sara Wightman  Committee  

Each of these people takes on a good deal of responsibility and commitment on behalf of all 

CRC members. 

Without their cheerful contributions, we wouldn’t have the best rowing club in Australia! 

To all of the CRC community...good health, and happy rowing. 

 

Alan Butorac 

President 
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5.  CAPTAIN’S REPORT 

 

Another season done and what a great year it has been!  It has been a pleasure again to be 

the Club Captain of the Canberra Rowing Club. 

Season Highlights 

 Winning the ACT Women’s Championship Eight  

 

 Club performance at Australian Masters Rowing Championships 

o 21 Gold, 13 Silver & 11 Bronze 

o Largest participating club in Australia  

 

 Head Of The Yarra 

o Retained the women’s E+ eight division 

o Won mixed E+ division 

o Placed third in the female E+ division 

 

 Most successful Club at the ACT Championships 

o Winning ACT Women’s Championship Eight – Canberra Rowing Club Golden 
Jubilee Trophy 

o Retained Phere Niki Trophy (Club with highest point score from ACT 
Championship regatta) 

o Retained both the Men’s and Women’s and Overall Premiership. 

 

 Australian National Championship 

o Silver 

 Open Women’s Double 

 Lightweight Men’s Four (composite) 

 Lightweight Men’s Eight (composite) 

o Bronze 

 Men’s Club Double 

 Women’s Under 19 Quad (composite) 

Equipment 

The club has acquired an additional Sykes Initiator of size small (55-75kg).  The Initiator 

range has been designed by Sykes, but is built in Zhaoqing, China. The boat has fibreglass 

exterior and internal surfaces, which combined with Spheretex gives supreme durability. 

The unique design and construction, which includes structural elements in carbon fibre, 

means the boat is remarkably light for a boat of this style. 

To support the continuing growth of the women’s group, the club purchased a second hand 

race single of an ex-club member. 
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To continue to extend the life of the existing club fleet, the Molonglo has been sent to Sykes 

to be refurbished. Like the Piccadilly Circus, the Molonglo was purchased from ACTAS many 

years ago and had suffered from the unfortunate decision to use Jiff as a cleaner.  The boat 

will also be converted to quick release to allow easy change over between scull and sweep. 

This adds huge flexibility to the boat and the fleet.  Also, adds to the versatility when 

traveling to regattas. The club will now have 4 double/pairs quick release, ranging from 75-

100kg. 

Further minor refurbishments (shoes, slides and wheels) of boats will hopefully occur over 

the coming year, with the club’s fiscal priority on building the new boatshed. 

Overall – the fleet of boats is in good condition and a good variety available. 

Competition 

This year the club has maintained a high level of competition participation and success 

established over the past years.  Again the Club has retained the men’s, women’s and 

overall premiership in the local competition and is increasing our presence at interstate 

regattas.  All members of the club have contributed to these amazing results.  Thank you to 

the members who organise crews, entries and training.  A huge thank you to all the coaches 

and coxes – these results would not be achievable without your tireless efforts and 

commitment. 

Elite 

Hannah Every-Hall has competed in a range of boats for CRC since moving to Canberra.  

Locally Hannah competed in the single in most regattas and then stepped it up to a pair and 

eight at ACT Championships.  Placing second in the single and first in the pair and eight. 

Nationally Hannah competed in the Open Women’s Double (heavy weight) at the Australian 

Rowing Championships at Penrith.  Hannah's program at this regatta was cut significantly 

shorter than planned (was initially entered in the LW1X, W2X, W4X, Interstate LW4X). This 

was due to an appeals process that saw her and her doubles partner Georgia Nesbitt (Huon 

RC, Tasmania) re-trial for their seats in the LW2X selected for Olympic Qualification.  This re-

trial occurred Monday after the nationals program ended. She and Georgia were successful 

in retaining their seats.  

Upon re-selection, Hannah and Georgia were based in Sydney, training under Ellen Randell, 

until the Olympic qualification regatta in Lucerne, Switzerland June 22nd -24th. 

Unfortunately, the Lucerne regatta did not result in Olympic qualification, but was an 

amazing feat for Hannah (and her supportive family), and a very proud moment for 

Canberra Rowing Club to have another member on the international stage. 
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In addition to her amazing competitive results, Hannah has coached members of CRC.  Her 

efforts have resulted in many great achievements and results.  Hannah has been a great 

asset to the club and will be missed dearly. 

Tom Perry has continued his diligent and full schedule of training out of the ACT Academy of 

Sport. 2016 has continued with great results locally and interstate.  At the ACT 

Championships, Tom placed third in the Open Men’s single (heavy weight), first in a 

composite lightweight four and second in the open eight. 

Nationally, Tom had a smaller campaign and placed second in the Open Lightweight Men’s 

eight & four. These were composite crews with other Canberra rowers. 

Australian National Championships 

The Australian National Championships had a variety of crews from CRC. Medal winners of 

the regatta were Camille Cherbuin and Ruby Gambale in the under 19 Women’s Quad, 

Emmanuel Drakakis and Tom Perry in the Open Lightweight Men’s Eight and Michael Cusack 

and Pat Adams in the Club Double. 

Club Grade 

The Club Grade program has continued to solidify their presence in the local rowing scene 

and is beginning to crack further into the interstate regattas.  The combined squad has 

grown to almost 50 rowers. 

Season highlights 

 The Women’s group have improved dramatically from last year, winning the Open 
Women’s Eight, Quad, Double and Pair (composite crew). In addition, there were 
multiple entries in the races showing great depth. 

 Whilst the Men’s group did not bring home any gold in outright, there were some 
extremely solid results from an increasing pool. Composite first in the four, 
second and third in the quad, second in the double, second in the eight and third 
in the single. 

 Winning 16 medals at Ed Trickett regatta in SIRC (8 gold, 4 silver and 4 bronze 

medals). This effort placed CRC in second place, ahead of Sydney and Leichardt 

rowing clubs. Overall great performance by the club, with 4 of the 8 gold being 

won by Men’s and Women’s eights in D and C grade. 

Marist School 

As the club completes its 6th year, Marist Rowing Club has progressed over the past years to 

become extremely competitive amongst their peer schools.  Locally the boys placed first in 

the men’s premiership, ahead of Radford College and Canberra Grammar. 
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This year the school has competed in over 12 regattas, local and interstate, keeping the club 

coaches and administrators extremely busy. A huge thank you to the management group 

and parents for continuing to grow the club and increase participation of rowing in the ACT. 

Masters 

The masters have had an extremely successful season (again), solidifying that Canberra 

Rowing Club is a force to be reckoned with in masters divisions. 

As usual, CRC sent a number of crews to Melbourne for the Head of the Yarra.  This season 

produced our best results with two wins – in the mixed E+ division and retaining for the 

third year the women’s E+ division.  CRC also placed 5th in the A-C division and 3rd in the E+ 

division. 

The local season was well patronised across all regattas, with CRC holding off strong 

competition from BMRC finishing first on point score.  The master’s contingent contributed 

approximately 1/3 of the overall points towards the premiership and half of the points at 

the ACT Championships. 

NSW Masters was another great warm up prior to the Australian Masters Championships.  

CRC placed third behind Mosman and St George with 29 medals (one medal per crew pro 

rata) – 10 gold, 12 silver and 7 bronze. 

Again, CRC was the largest and most successful club at the Australian Masters 

Championships regatta in Queensland.  Canberra Rowing Club collected 45 medals in total, 

consisting of 21 gold, 13 silver and 11 bronze.  Unfortunately the regatta suffered from 

terrible weather that saw delays and cancellations. 

CRC also had the largest contingent of representative members in the state crews.  The 

outstanding result of the Women’s quad including CRC members Selina Rowland and Fiona 

Blackwell and coached by Geoff Brown. 

Interstate Travel 

With all of the great results listed above, it is critical to recognise the small group of 

volunteers who tow our boats all around the country.  This season we travelled to 

Melbourne, Penrith seven times and of course Queensland, totally just over 8000kms!  That 

is more than Canberra to Perth and back.  Whilst we have had many volunteers tow over 

the years, the last season has had great efforts from John Stapps, John Daley, Emmanuel 

Drakakis, Geoff Brown, Tony Wilkes and Peter Brooks - thanks guys. 
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Coaching 

With the growing junior, club and masters results, there are a handful of coaches that have 

been tirelessly working behind the scenes to make sure that erg is complete or that catch is 

perfect.  We welcome Cathy Stock, Nigel Harding, joining the strong and dedicated team of 

Hannah, Edwin, Alison, Mark and Geoff.  Chris Polyichanin has moved from coaching CRC 

crews, to working with the Marist team and supporting their efforts. 

It has been another enjoyable season as captain of the Canberra Rowing Club.  Thank you 

for all the support I have received from the committee and members. 

Tom 

Club Captain 
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6.  MARIST COLLEGE CANBERRA ROWING CLUB 

 
Marist College Canberra Rowing Club (MCCRC) continued to grow as a junior rowing club in 
its sixth season – season 2015-16. A school boy club established in 2010, its broad aim is to 
develop the sport of rowing within Marist College Canberra and to provide Marist students 
with access to rowing as a safe, enjoyable and competitive summer sport option. The Club's 
vision remains to be a leading school rowing program and Club in the ACT in the areas of 
competition, development and governance. 

MCCRC maintains a mutually beneficial affiliation with Canberra Rowing Club whereby 
Marist rowers pay a junior membership to enable use of the facilities of Canberra Rowing 
Club (CRC) for training and Regattas. As in previous years the majority of MCCRC training 
sessions were held after school throughout the summer months.  

Marist boys and parents continued to contribute to CRC through club membership, working 
bees, jointly hosting the ACT Championships with CRC and other assorted jobs around the 
shed.  

Coaching was typically managed by parents although we were lucky enough to again have 
CRC members willing to offer their time and expertise to coach our boys. In particular we 
would like to thank Chris Polyichanin, Michael Cusack and Carla Borg for their time and 
efforts for our boys.  

The 2015-16 rowing season proved to be as busy as any other season with a lot of good 
results on the water. Registrations numbered 61, with 56 rowers and 5 dedicated coxswains. 
Our junior rowers were again exceptionally strong in number and enthusiasm and we saw 
some terrific results during the season. Some of the highlights for the year include: 

 the election of Taylor Thomas as Captain of Boats and Will Cusack as Vice-Captain 
of Boats;  

 competing in 12 regattas between November 2014 and March 2015;  

 a Championship medal and a number of podium finishes in the ACT 
Championships;  

 our annual rowing ‘camp’ in January; 

 purchase of two new singles and two second hand quads; 

 a successful Learn to Row program held in September;  

 two parent/teacher crews in CRC’s corporate rowing regatta for the third year in a 
row;  

 An all club trip to SIRC for the NSW School Boy Head of the River;  

 A few old boys from the previous year coming back to assist in running our camp 
and general coaching; and 

 A number of very enjoyable social occasions! 

The new season begins with our AGM and learn to row late in Term 3 and the season proper 
beginning at the start of Term 4 2016. Our main aim will remain to coach and develop our 
boys as rowers, but we will also begin to implement some improved administrative systems 
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and structures. Where we have available funding we will continue to purchase additional 
and replacement equipment, and the inevitable search for storage space will also continue 
unabated. Our longer term journey towards a permanent MCCRC facility progresses and 
discussions on this future continue to be had with CRC and Marist College Canberra.  

The committee, coaches, parents and boys wish to thank CRC for their ongoing support of 
the MCCRC rowing program and we look forward to continuing our relationship to the 
betterment of both clubs.  

Here’s to continued success for MCCRC and CRC both on and off the water. 

Further information on Marist College Canberra Rowing Club can be found at 
http://maristrowing.com 

MCCRC Committee 

http://maristrowing.com/
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7. COMMITTEE MEETING ATTENDANCE

A total of 11 Committee meetings were held during 2015-16: 

Member Position Meetings Attended 

Alan Butorac President 8 

Darrell Ninham Vice-President 9 

Louise  Parry Secretary 5 

Peter Brooks Secretary (since March 2016) 4 

Jeff Hart Treasurer 11 

Tom Trobe Club Captain 11 

Pat Davoren Vice Club-Captain 9 

Nerida Carter Committee Member 10 

Nick Barnier Committee Member 10 

Sara Wightman Committee Member 8 
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8. CAPITAL (BOATSHED) FUND

During the 2010-11 season, the Committee resolved to establish a capital fund with the dual 
objectives of accumulating sufficient money for redevelopment of the boatshed and 
providing a contingency reserve to meet unexpected calls on Club funds. 

The original commitment was for $20,000 per year to be set aside for the Capital Fund. We 
have now completed our seventh year and are over 80% higher than our initial target. 

The Capital Boatshed fund has raised a total of $253,171.82 as at 30 April 2016. 

The CRC Boathouse Fund has expended $2,860.00 during the 2015-16 financial year, on the 
Site Survey and Geotech reports. Further expenditure on determining the fire rating 
requirements has been incurred in the 16-17 financial year. 

The cash balance as at 30 April 2016 is $250,211.82, this is currently held in Term Deposit 
with Westpac Bank. 
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Contributions and expenditure:

2009-10 $20,000.00 

2010-11 $20,000.00 

2011-12 $30,000.00 

2012-13 $25,000.00 

2013-14 $35,000.00 

2014-15 $55,882.33 

2015-16 $67,289.49 

Total Contributions $253,171.82 

Less Expenditure (2,860.00) 

inc GST Fund Balance $250,311.82 

Jeff Hart 
Treasurer 
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9. FUNDRAISING

During 2015-16, the CRC Fundraising Subcommittee, made up of Jeff Hart, Louise Parry, 

Cameron Colquhoun and Debbie Burkevics continued to drive fundraising efforts.  

A determined effort of fundraising supplemented the savings, which make up the 2015-16 

$20,000 commitment to the boathouse fund. Fundraising activities undertaken during 2015-

16 included, but are not limited to… 

 Volunteer Marshalling at:

o Capital Punishment

o CBR100

o Fairfax Running Festival

o Canberra Times Fun Run

 Corporate Rowing and Learn to Row

 Donations from club members via the ASF

 Trivia Night

 CRC Wine Sales

 Sales of the large trailer, Jennifer Roberts

 Starring role for the 80A single on the ‘Secret City’ TV Series

 Annual Dinner and WTT barbeques

The committee would like to thank all club members, who contributed both time and effort 

to assist in all fundraising activities. 

It is further noted, with the continued support of the Club Captain, the committee has 

continued the policy of fleet refurbishments. This policy is to limit new purchases during this 

period of fundraising - leading up to the new boathouse. The benefits are twofold in 

maintaining a core of the current fleet to a high standard for racing and to maximize the 

lifespan of the current fleet and improve utilisation of current asset base.  

With the support of the Australian Sports Foundation, the committee has continued the 

Canberra Rowing Club Foundation. The Australian Sports Foundation provides donors a 

vehicle for Tax Deductable donations to Canberra Rowing Club. This avenue raised over 

$16,966.00 inc GST of donations during the 15-16 financial year. 

The ‘Foundation’ utilises the online portal from the Australian Sports foundation, where CRC 

holds its own webpage. This portal accepts online ‘tax deductible’ donations and holds 

‘deductible gift status’ for the benefit of donors. 

https://asf.org.au/organisation/canberra-rowing-club-inc/ 

https://asf.org.au/organisation/canberra-rowing-club-inc/
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As discussed during the December 2015 General Meeting the target of target of $800,000 is 

now well within our reach. The building fund is progressing well with over a quarter of a 

million dollars raised. CRC is targeting a Grant through the ACT Government and looking at a 

modest loan to complete the target.   

However, with only two years to our planned construction, the next two years is crucial in 

driving towards our target. The boathouse fund will need fundraising of at least $150,000 to 

$200,000 to make the funding plan viable. This is very achievable given CRC raised $125,000 

over the past two years. 

Therefore we will need to do more and need the best efforts of all members help to build on 

the fundraising efforts made to date.  

Already in the 2016-17 financial year, we have had some great fundraising efforts 

undertaken including donations from the Annual Dinner, the auction of the new CRC Racing 

Zooties and the kind donations we received through the Australian Sports Foundation at the 

end of the financial year. 

We also look forward to a proposed movie night showing a new documentary. 'Paris or the 

Bush' tells the story of the Murray River ‘Cods’ and their rise to represent Australia in the 

Men’s eights at the 1924 Paris Olympics.  

I look forward to your support in the upcoming fundraising activities 

Jeff Hart 
Fundraising Sub-committee 
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10. BOATHOUSE DEVELOPMENT SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT

The past year has shown continued momentum in progress of the boathouse development 

project.  The subcommittee and club committee are still working towards a construction 

time of winter 2018. 

After the presentation at the 2015 AGM, it was highlighted the key concern around building 

access.  Building access is one of two key building code requirements that have been 

investigated over the past months, along with building fire requirements. 

Building Access – we are required to meet the building code to allow reasonable access to 

the building facilities.  This has been confirmed by consultation with building access 

specialist.  How this is achieved is still unknown.  At the December Special meeting, it was 

highlighted the 3 options; a lift, a stair lift or ramp.  Each option is feasible, but requires 

further investigation to be completed.  For example, a lift is effective, but expensive with 

high ongoing costs.  It is also an issue as we have stairs outside our block down to our shed 

level.  A stair lift is a cost effective solution, but has similar issues to a lift regarding initial 

access levels.  A ramp is potentially cost effective, but has a requirement to be 1:14 gradient 

increase.  Pending level heights, this could be challenging.  In addition, the land on the car 

park side of the shed not included in our block in managed by the ACT Government, where 

our block and water side is National Capital Authority. 

Fire Requirements – After starting initial conversations with building code specialist, it was 

highlighted the key area of fire compliance due to the close proximity of our neighbours and 

building classification.  The current plan to still construct with a ‘shed’ like structure to allow 

efficient construction cost per m2 and time.  The committee has engaged fire consultants to 

assist in the process.  It is the current view that initial investment in this area will remove or 

reduce any road blocks in the coming months/years. 
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At the December Special Meeting, it was requested that the project objectives be 

distributed.  Below are the 5 objectives that were presented by the Boathouse Development 

Committee and endorsed by the Club Committee.  These objectives have been used as the 

foundation for the continuing project and the high level design. 

1. A need for expanded and significantly upgraded toilet and change room facilities,

most particularly for women; 

2. A desire for a clubroom for members to meet and socialise. This would probably

encompass a kitchen/kitchenette, at least for coffee and tea making, allow the display of 

honour boards and memorabilia and, ideally, have an outlook over the Lake and open‐‐air as 

well as sheltered seating; 

3. A desire for a gym space(s) – possibly within the clubroom – for stretching and for

ergometers; and lockers for members (located somewhere suitable); 

4. Ambitions to incorporate a separate committee room, an instruction room, an office

and a storeroom; and 

5. A wish, to the extent possible, for additional storage for boats, oars and equipment.

Regards, 

Nicholas Barnier 
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11. UNIFORM SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT

Having been exposed to innovative and impressive zootie designs emerging elsewhere 

(Turin Masters Regatta) I suggested CRC might instigate a design competition to look at a 

new club zootie. I offered $1000 as prize money and the CRC committee agreed to match 

this. 

Several members expressed interest in the process and volunteered to form a committee to 

facilitate the design competition: 

 Debbie Cook

 Carla Borg

 Louise Parry

 Tom Trobe

 Graham Humphries.

The competition was advertised at the rowing shed and members invited to submit designs. 

The competition was also promoted through the CIT school of Art and Design as well as the 

suppliers/manufacturers of zooties. 

The committee specified the two basic colours to be used as well as researching the 

technical requirements for racing zooties under current Rowing Australia requirements. 

Eight submissions were received, some included multiple ideas. 

After careful review of all submissions, there were three designs which warranted samples 

being made to test the effectiveness of each design approach. 

The three short listed designers were: 

Ashani of All Eyes On Us Fashion 

Erin Spain of Ziyah Design 

Simply Oarsome. 



2016 Annual Report P a g e  | 26 

The samples were reviewed based on: 

a) Retaining identity as CRC;

b) Visual impact;

c) Projecting CRC as a leading, progressive club;

d) Making other clubs envious….

The design produced by Simply Oarsome was selected as the preferred design by the 

committee. 

Sample zooties were made and the preferred design along with the other two designs were 

then presented to the Club Committee. 

The Club Committee unanimously agreed with the preferred design. 

The Club Committee also agreed the preferred design should replace the existing (variable) 

traditional design as the official CRC racing zootie. 

Arrangements are currently being finalised with Simply Oarsome regarding design 

exclusivity and cost with a view to having a supply of zooties available by this summer’s 

regatta season. 

Graham Humphries. 
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12. TREASURER’S REPORT

In 2016, the Club achieved an operating surplus of $57,478 with a cash position at the end 

of the year of $296,618.  This includes the net funds committed to the Capital Fund for the 

new Boathouse of $250,311 ($2,860 has been expended on the boatshed to date). The 

contribution to the Capital fund from 2015-16 is $67,289. 

During the 2015-16 year, the Committee has maintained the Club’s bank accounts at 

Westpac.  The accounts kept include a current bank account, cash reserve accounts, term 

deposits and a debit card for the President/Club Captain to use for general expenses in 

running the club.  The St George account has remained open as an option to receiving credit 

card payments, this has been successfully replaced with EFTPOS facilities and the St George 

account is now deemed surplus to requirements and will now be closed.    

Membership Fees of $104,471 were received during the year.  Most income was received 

during October when annual renewals are due.  Members joining after October have paid a 

pro-rated membership fee.  

The Club had a net decrease of 6 members recorded during the 2015-16 financial year, 

revising the total membership to 272. The major movement was a reduction in senior 

membership primarily offset through corporate rowing. 

The Club assists its members that own boats and oars by arranging bulk insurance of 

equipment under the Rowing Australia Insurance Policy arrangement with Willis Insurance. 

The Club maintains the following insurance policies: 

 Building & Contents

 Boat Insurance & Liability

 Professional Indemnity

 Trailer comprehensive and 3rd party for club trailers

The following fees are paid to RACT on behalf of members: 

Registration Fees $65 Senior Members 

$30 Junior Members 

$25 Coxswain Members 

Affiliation Fees $20 each member 

A number of payments have been made to club members. These payments were a 

reimbursement of expenses paid by those club members on behalf of the Club and are 

documented by receipts. 
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Club assets 

Non Current assets include the Boatshed, rowing boats, oars, motorboats, ergometers and 

miscellaneous items.  The Boatshed, and its fixtures and fittings, was valued at 30 April 2000 

to its replacement cost of $280,000. The fleet has a depreciated value of $356,213 as at the 

30 April 2016.  

The land under the shed is occupied by the Club via a community lease and therefore is not 

included in the value of assets controlled by the Canberra Rowing Club.  The Average UV of 

the land for rates purposes is $59,000. 

Capital Purchases for the fleet during 2015-16: 

 1 x Sykes Single – Balmaks (Oct 15)  - secondhand

 1 x Sykes Single – Initiator (Jan 16)

 10 x Sweep Oars – secondhand

The Committee sold the following items during 2015-16. 

 One Euro single (80A) with oars

 Jennifer Roberts 2x/2- with oars

 One Concept2 ergometer

 One tinnie hull (Savage Gull III)

Depreciation Rates used are: 

 Boatshed Nil 

 Boats & Oars 6.66% 

 All other items 10.00% 

Club Auditor 

Christine Reid and Associates was appointed our auditor for this year.  The unqualified 

audited financial statements are included in this Annual Report.  

Jeff Hart 
Treasurer 
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ATTACHMENT A – FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Canberra Rowing Club Inc 

Financial Report for the Year Ended 30 April 2016 

Your committee members submit the financial report of Canberra Rowing Club Inc for the 
financial year ended 30 April 2016. 

Committee Members 

The names of committee members throughout the year and at the date of this report are: 

Alan Butorac – President Darrell Ninham – Vice President 

Peter Brooks – Secretary Jeff Hart – Treasurer 

Tom Trobe – Club Captain Pat Davoren – Club Vice-Captain and Public Officer 

Nick Barnier Nerida Carter 

Sara Wightman 

Principal Activities 

The principal activities of the association during the financial year were to provide rowing 
facilities to members of the association. 

Significant Changes 

No significant change in the nature of these activities occurred during the year. 

Operating Result 

The surplus after providing for income tax amounted to $57,477.66 

Signed in accordance with a resolution of the members of the committee. 

Jeff Hart - Treasurer 
Alan Butorac - President 

Dated this 8th day of July 2016 



2016 Annual Report  P a g e  | 30 
 



2016 Annual Report  P a g e  | 31 

 



2016 Annual Report  P a g e  | 32 

 



2016 Annual Report  P a g e  | 33 



2016 Annual Report  P a g e  | 34 



2016 Annual Report  P a g e  | 35 



2016 Annual Report  P a g e  | 36 



2016 Annual Report  P a g e  | 37 



2016 Annual Report  P a g e  | 38 



2016 Annual Report P a g e  | 39 



2016 Annual Report  P a g e  | 40 
 



2016 Annual Report  P a g e  | 41 



2016 Annual Report  P a g e  | 42 

 



2016 Annual Report  P a g e  | 43 



2016 Annual Report  P a g e  | 44 
 



2016 Annual Report  P a g e  | 45 

 

ATTACHMENT B – LIST 

OF MEMBERS (as at 30 

April 2016) 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS  
Chris Polyichanin 
Hannah Every-Hall 
Nicholas Latimer 
Nigel Harding 
 
ASSOCIATE ELITE 
MEMBERS 
Camille Cherbuin 
Hamish Harding 
Patrick Adams 
Ruby Gambale 
 
COX MEMBERS 
Jodie Groothoff 
Margie Thomson 
Ourania Stamatis 
Rebecca McCallum 
Roberta Liddell 
 
LIFE MEMBERS - 
HONORARY 
Alison Chinn 
Brendon Prout 
Edwin Bien 
John McKenna 
John Simson 
Leon Bower 
Mark Kwiatkowski 
Patrick Davoren 
Randal Lawrence 
Ron Hibberson 
Sue Donoghoe 
 
LIFE MEMBERS - PAID 
David Butt 
Lynn Cirulis 
David Coles 
John Jones 
Rob Newell 
Paul Phillipa 
Peter Stolz 

 
SENIOR MEMBERS 
Adair Ferguson 
Adrian Keough 
Alan Butorac 
Alex Hodges 
Alison Creagh 
Amanda Brian 
Andrew Horsburgh 
Angus Harding 
Anita Prenier 
Anne Charlton 
Anne Hewitt 
Anne Latham 
Anne Nicolay 
Anthony Wilkes 
Ash Carr 
Barry Dennie 
Belinda Beauman 
Belinda McNaughton 
Bernie Lodwick 
Beverly Clarke 
Bob Wylie 
Brian Hewitt 
Cameron Colquhoun 
Cameron O'Neill 
Carla Borg 
Chris Lowe 
Chris Raymond 
Christine Brown 
Claudia Bottrill 
Connor McCormack 
Dale Gazzard 
Damien Pentony 
Darrell Ninham 
David Barbalet 
David Boughton 
David Hoefer 
Debbie Burkevics 
Debbie Cook 
Denis Tracey 
Denise Van Dijk 
Dennis Dyer 
Dermot Balaam 
Elaine Bissaker 
Esther Harvey 
Felicity Antill 

Fiona Blackwell 
Gai Dennett 
Gail Buchanan 
Gail Davis 
Geoff Brown 
Gillian Colledge 
Glenn Irvine 
Hayley Neville 
Heather Snedden 
Henrietta Arup 
Hilton Taylor 
Jackie Nielsen 
Jane Russell Jones 
Janet Farnan 
Janice Jago 
Janny Corry 
Jeffrey Hart 
Jenny Harber 
 
John Blackwell 
John Daley 
John Eyres 
John Southwell 
John Strapps 
Judi Walsh 
Judith Dahl Taylor 
Julie Reis 
Karen Laffan 
Karen McVicker 
Kate Lundy 
Kath Wellman 
Katherine Finlay 
Katherine Tagg 
Kathleen Worboys 
Kerry (Chorlie) Smyth 
Kerry Collins 
Kerry Ellis 
Kerry Knowler 
Kym Fisher 
Laurence Sandral 
Louise Parry 
Lyndell Wilson 
Margaret Pentony 
Martin Little 
Maxine James 
Michael Burgess 
Michael Clifford 
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Michael Colledge 
Michael Cusack 
Michael Peedom 
Mike Dennett 
Narelle Connor 
Nerida Carter 
Nicholas Barnier 
Pam Hubert 
Paul Philippa 
Peter Brooks 
Peter Chivers 
Peter Jones 
Peter Laidlaw 
Peter Wadham  
Peter Wilson 
Phil Lansdown 
Phillipe Lorrain 
Robin White 
Rodney Moss 
Rohan Greenland 
Sally Clear 
Sandra Sweeney 
Sara Wightman 
Sara Zanetti 
Sarah Taylor 
Sarah Tynan 
Scott Pagan 
Scott Waller 
Sebastian Lang 
Sharon MacKay 
Steven McGlynn 
Steven Mirtschin 
Susan Linacre 
Thomas Trobe 
Tom Hayes 
Vicki Still 
Warner Hieatt 
 
STUDENT/JUNIOR 
MEMBERS  
Angus Karo 
Brynn Hart 

Caleb Ament 
Connor Harris 
Conor Duffy 
Conor McLaughlin 
Cormac Hayes 
Darcy Schwager 
David Connolly 
Edward Andrew 
Ellen Newton 
Emily Carroll 
Eric Blamey 
Ethan Hart 
Finlay Scott 
Harry Andrew 
Harry Robinson 
Hilbert Van Pelt 
Isaac Males 
Jack Barker 
Jack Miller 
Jacob Jones 
Jakob Taylor 
James Andric 
James Tsipiras 
Jeremiah Smith 
Josh Martin 
Joshua Green 
Lachlan McNamara 
Liam Zammit 
Luke Goodwin 
Maddy Bennett 
Matthew Birch 
Matthew Blamey 
Matthew Galvin 
Max Harrison 
Max Lester 
Max Rosin 
Myles Cook 
Ned Swann 
Nelson Dunphy 
Noah Bridger 
Oliver Cardone 
Oscar Harrison 

Patrick Sharp 
Patrick Sheil 
Peter Philippa 
Quinn Males 
Riley Chifley 
Riley Hancock 
Ringkan Ramanya 
Rory Scott 
Sam Allica 
Sarah Parsons 
Sebastian Quirk 
Sebastian Ramanya 
Spencer Collaviti 
Sunny Bridger 
Taylor Caudle 
Taylor Thomas 
Thomas Chipman 
Thomas Newham 
Tom Harris 
William Cusack 
William Dimoff 
William Green 
William Scholton 
Zachary Wicks 
Zander Griffin 
 
BEGINNERS SENIOR 
MEMBERS  
Kassia  Hare 
Lucinda  Ashton 
Matthew  Hawkins 
Susan Wearne 
Suze  Rogashoff 
Suzie Lamb 
 
CORPORATE CREWS  
Defence Red 
Defence White 
Server Racks Australia 
Marist Teachers  
Marist Parents 
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2015-16 
Associate:  
Associate (Elite):  
Coxswain:  
Life (Hon):  
Life (Paid):  
Senior:  
Student/Junior:  
Beginners Senior:  
TOTAL:  

4 
4 
5 

11 
7 

128 
69 
46 

272 

 
2014-15 
Associate:  
Associate (Elite):  
Coxswain:  
Life (Hon):  
Life (Paid):  
Senior:  
Student/Junior:  
Beginners Senior:  
School Student:  
TOTAL:  

6 
7 
6 

11 
6 

142 
69 
29 

3 
278 

 
Marist Coaches  
Simon Dunphy  
Neil Smith  
Darren Dimoff  
Paul Flutisma  
Damien McNamara 
Chris Polyichanin  
Alan Paton  
Mike Thomas  
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ATTACHMENT C – LIST OF CRC BOATS 

CRC 65 1x Tachycardia 4- 

CRC 70 1x Alison Chinn 4- 

CRC 70B 1x Fleuro 4x/- 

CRC I-70 1x John McKenna 4x/- 

CRC I-80 1x Kerry Knowler 4x/- 

CRC 75 1x Megan Still 4x/- 

CRC 75B 1x Sue Donoghoe 4x/- 

CRC 75C 1x John Simson 4x/- 

CRC 80B 1x Nick Macdonald-Crowley 4x/+ 

CRC 85A 1x David Coles 4x/+ 

CRC 90A 1x James Galloway 8+ 

CRC 90B 1x Reg Libbis 8+ 

CRC 90C 1x Lake Burley Griffin 8+ 

CRC 90D 1x Craig Jones 8+ 

CRC 95A 1x Sarah Cook 8+ 

CRC 95B 1x Paul Thompson 8+ 

Balmacks 1x Bill O'Brien 8+ 

Barnie 1x Motorboat 1 MB 

Schneller 1x Motorboat 2 MB 

Wahoo 2x Motorboat 3 MB 

Tidbinbilla 2x Motorboat 4 MB 

Orana 2x Motorboat 5 MB 

Boboyan 2x/- 

Bruce Hick 2x/- 

Outboard #1 

OB 

Corin 2x/- 

Outboard #2 

OB 

Googong 2x/- 

Outboard #3 

OB 

Uriarra 2x/- 
Outboard #4 

OB 

Gingera 2x/- 
Outboard #5 

OB 

Molonglo 2x/- 
Outboard #6 

OB 

Piccadilly Circus 2x/- 

Stromlo 2x/- 

Acacia 2x/- 

Majura 2x/- 






